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and working the railways which now traverse the length
and breadth of the country, and for these there is no
, escape from all the perils and vicissitudes of the greatest
heat. In most of the large towns throughout the
country there are established firms of merchants, of
which some of the partners are constantly flitting
backwards and forwards between India and England,
though there is always some local representative of the
name and business of the firm left in India. Amongst
the trading or shop-keeping classes there are some who
have their branch "establishments^ at the great hill
stations, such as Simla, to which they migrate in order
to escape from the heat of the plains when the Court
and fashion of the capital retire there with a similar-
object.

Under the name of colonists we may readily give the
first place to those who are engaged in the cultivation
aad manufacture of indigo. Owing to circumstances to
which we need not further allude, the indigo-planters
have not fared well in recent times, especially in some
parts of the country, where, to put the case simply, it
was no longer possible to grow indigo at a profit, so
that the business must have come to an end of itself'
without the mischievous meddling of agitators, or the
irritating intervention of prejudiced Government officials-
But there are still many parts of the country, especially
in the province of Behar, where indigo may be culti-
vated successfully; and if the season is favourable, and
the crop good, and the London market-price satis-
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